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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 5, 
2009 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Applicants' "Request for Continued Examination" filed on June 5, 2009. 
Claims 1-12 are cancelled. New claims 13-22 are added. Claims 13-22 remain 
pending in this application and an action on the merits follow. 

Claim Objections 
Claims 13 and 22 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
"SMS" should be --Short Messaging Service--. 
. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 13 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 
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The phrases "a first user telephone number" and "a second user telephone 
number" are unclear. Are these telephone numbers the same or are they different? Are 
the telephone numbers from the same user? 

The phrases "the second user identification" and "the first user identification" are 
unclear. Are these user identifications the same or are they different? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2007/0027803 to Brandes et al. in 
view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0120585 to Talker. 

Regarding claims 13 and 18, Brandes discloses a method and a computer 
program product for booking and paying a retailer comprising a Point of Sale connected 
to a transaction server, said method comprising: said transaction server (first server, 
paragraph 24) receiving a SMS message (Short Message Center, paragraph 93) from a 
wireless device of a user (first message received from a payer identified, paragraph 46), 
said SMS message comprising a retailer identification identifying the retailer (admissible 
identification code of an associated payee, paragraph 28), said transaction server 
comprising a retail identifier that identifies the retailer, a first user telephone number of 
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the wireless device of the user, and confidential user information for implementing a 
transaction between the retailer and the user, said confidential user information 
comprising a first user identification identifying the user (paragraph 96; paragraph 140); 
said transaction server receiving, from a carrier transporting the SMS message to the 
retailer, a second user telephone number of the wireless device of the user (paragraph 
(paragraph 150; paragraph 93);said transaction server verifying that the second user 
telephone number matches the first user telephone number and that the retailer 
identification matches the retailer identifier (paragraph 46; paragraph 141); after said 
verifying, said transaction server sending the confidential user information to the POS 
(Figure 1 ref, no. 15, paragraphs 136-137) comprised by the retailer (paragraph 73; 
paragraph 56); and after said sending the confidential user information, said transaction 
server receiving from the retailer payment information comprising a fee required to be 
paid by the user to the retailer with respect to the transaction (paragraph 136), said 
receiving the payment information occurring after the user had entered a second user 
identification identifying the user (paragraphs 161-162). 

However, Brandes does not explicitly disclose the user had entered on the POS 
a second user identification identifying the user and the retailer had confirmed that the 
second user identification matched the first user identification. Brandes disclose the 
first telecommunication means selectively communicate the first server with a digital 
mobile telephone unit identified by an admissible telephone number of an associated 
payer and with a telecommunication terminal identified by an admissible identification 
code of an associated payee and the telecommunication means comprising a plurality 
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of telecommunication equipments (paragraph 25). Brandes discloses the first server 
comprising first verifying means for verifying in the data storage means whether a first 
message received through the telecommunication means contains an admissible 
telephone number of an associated payer and an admissible identification code of an 
associated payee, said first verifying means generating a first acceptance message 
when they detect an admissible identification code and an admissible telephone 
number; second verifying means for verifying in the data storage means whether a 
transaction authorization request received through the telecommunication means in 
addition to the admissible telephone number detected by the first verifying means, 
satisfies said pre-established authorization criterion, said second verifying means 
generating a second acceptance message when the authorization request satisfies said 
authorization criterion; third verifying means for verifying in the first data storage means 
whether a safety parameter received through the telecommunication means satisfies 
the safety criterion associated to the admissible telephone number detected by the first 
verifying means, said third verifying means generating a third acceptance message 
when they detect that the safety parameter satisfies the safety criterion associated to 
the admissible telephone number (paragraphs 28-30). 

Talker, on the other hand, teaches the user had entered on the POS a second 
user identification identifying the user (paragraph 37; paragraph 79) and the retailer had 
confirmed that the second user identification matched the first user identification 
(abstract, paragraphs 16-17). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the method and computer program product of 
Brandes, to include the retailer had confirmed that the second user identification 
matched the first user identification, as taught by Talker, in order to verify the user's 
identity (Talker, paragraph 13). 

Regarding claims 14-17 and 19-22, Brandes discloses prior to said receiving the 
SMS message, said transaction server storing the first user telephone number and the 
confidential user information (paragraph 26; paragraph 140); storing including storing 
the retailer identification (paragraph 26; paragraph 46); after said receiving from the 
retailer payment information, transaction server communicating with a banking server 
(account management means) to perform a financial settlement of the transaction 
based on the payment information (paragraphs 161-62); and said transaction server 
encrypting the confidential user information, and wherein said sending the confidential 
user comprises said transaction sending the encrypted confidential user information to 
the POS comprised by the retailer (paragraph 58; paragraph 73). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARISSA THEIN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 3627 
August 31 , 2009 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



